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Could any other German policy, especially in so short a time,
have so completely destroyed the whole fabric of the peace of
Versailles, and so bloodlessly, and, in addition, have created
a state unity such as has never before existed in the history of
the German nation?   Was not this, he will ask, a masterly
performance, a historic achievement of age-long importance?
A political regime must be forgiven anything and everything
if it can show such successes. All the sacrifices, all the restric-
tions and harshnesses and the loss of liberty, find their justifi-
cation in what the Third Reich has achieved in six years, an
achievement beyond the wildest anticipations. So he will argue.
Naturally I share this approval of all that has been achieved
by National Socialist policy in satisfying the vital needs of the
German nation in face of an intolerable treaty situation.  We
are considering here the justification not for the national policy
but for its methods and the limits set to it. And, above all, we
are concerned with the question whether National Socialist
policy can still be regarded as a national policy, whether what
is happening to-day and what will certainly happen to-morrow
serves the nation or merely the building up of the power of a
revolutionary movement which, in the long run, is bound to
turn against the nation and rend it.  The dramatic events of
August and September, 1938, showed plainly the direction hi
which Hitler is steering. If war did not come (and after initial
successes it would in all probability have brought a German
defeat), it was due to a readiness to give way on the part of
Germany's opponents which to a German is beyond compre-
hension.   A measure of military unprcparcdness may have
played a part in this, but there were certainly other considera-
tions as well, and these were not what the National Socialists
assume. But one thing is beyond any question, that Hitler did
not take into account, indeed refused to take into account, the
actual situation of a universal coalition against Germany. He
went blindly into a situation out of which he was helped only